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THE 
LEVENTHORPES  OF  SAWBRIDGEWORTH. 

By  P.  W.  Kerr,  F.S.A.,  Rouge  Croix  Pursuivant. 

The  name  of  Leventhorpe  is  sufficiently  uncommon  to 
make  one  believe  that  the  task  of  linking  up  the  various 
branches  of  the  family  should  be  possible.  Moreover,  all 
the  branches  appear  to  have  used  the  same  Arms,  which 
supports  the  belief  in  a  common  ancestor. 

Beyond  isolated  references  to  the  name,  the  definite 
families  are  : — 

The  Yorkshire  Leventhorpes, 
The  Hertfordshire  Leventhorpes,^ 
The  Essex  Leventhorpes. 
Of  these,  the  Leventhorpes  of  Shingle  Hall,  Sawbridge- 
worth,  are  the  best  known. 

The  various  Hertford  County  histories,  beginning  with 
Chauncy  in  1700,  all  say  that  the  family  came  from 
Leventhorpe  in  Yorkshire  but,  beyond  this  bald  assertion, 
do  not  say  how,  nor  do  they  produce  any  evidence  in 
support  of  the  statement. ^ 

Since  then,  fresh  material  has  come  to  light  which 
establishes  this  descent  beyond  any  doubt. 

At  the  same  time,  the  fresh  data  presents  new  problems 
and  upsets  some  of  the  hitherto  accepted  statements  in 
the  pedigree. 

With  regard  to  the  Essex  branch,  I  have  not  as  yet 
obtained  definite  proof  of  the  identity  of  Nicholas  Leven- 
thorpe of  Hatfield,  Co.  Essex,  who  begins  the  Pedigree 
of  the  family  in  the  Visitation  of  Essex, ^  but  I  am  satisfied 
that  he  came  from  Yorkshire,  and  was  probably  the  son 
of  Geoffrey  Leventhorpe  of  Bradford-in-the-Dale. 

The  Canterbury  branch,  as  I  have  called  it,  because 

^  Including  Leventhorpe  of  Meppershall,  Beds,  and  probably  the 
branch  commemorated  by  a  series  of  shields  on  the  bosses  of  the 
Cloisters  of  Canterbury  Cathedral. 

^  The  tradition  dates  from  an  even  earlier  period.  There  is  a 
Pedigree  of  the  family  at  Melbourne  Hall,  Co.  Derby,  prepared  for 
Sir  Thomas  Leventhorpe,  the  fourth  baronet,  about  1655,  which 
gives  the  same  origin. 

*  Harl.  Soc,  xiv. 


130  TRANSACTIONS,    1935. 

the  principal  evidence  of  its  existence  is  the  series  of 
heraldic  bosses  in  the  Cloisters  of  Canterbury  Cathedral,* 
presents  more  difficulty.  These  do  not  appear  to  fit  in 
with  the  Pedigrees  of  the  Hertfordshire  or  Essex  branches 
and  possibly  represent  a  separate  family.  Although  here 
again  it  seems  probable  that  they  either  came  from 
Hertfordshire  or  from  common  stock  in  Yorkshire.^ 

Harleian  MS.  4630  gives  a  Pedigree  ^  tracing  the 
Leventhorpes  of  Leventhorpe  from  Adam  de  Leventhorpe, 
who  was  seized  of  the  Manor  (21  Edw.  I)  down  to  the 
daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas,  the  last  Leventhorpe  of 
Leventhorpe,  who  married  John  Lacy  of  Cromwellbottom, 
by  which  marriage  Leventhorpe  and  Horton  passed  to 
the  Lacys.' 

In  the  main,  the  Pedigree  is  supported  by  the  evidence 
contained  in  the  publications  of  the  Yorkshire  Archaeo- 
logical Society. 

Early  in  the  fourteenth  century, Wilham  de  Leventhorpe, 
the  grandson  of  Adam,  married  Dyonisa,  the  heiress  of 
Hugh  de  Horton,  whereby  the  Manors  of  Horton  and 
Clayton  passed  into  the  possession  of  the  Leventhorpes.^ 

In  the  Poll  Tax  of  1380,  William,  who  was  assessed  at 
3s.  4^.,  is  described  as  a  Franklin,  and  is  the  only  inhabi- 
tant in  Bradford  Dale  to  be  so  classified.     Wilham  left 

*  See  article  by  Ralph  Griffin,  F.S.A.,  ArchcBologia,  Ixvi. 

*  None  of  the  impalements  agree  with  the  marriages  in  either  the 
Yorkshire  or  Hertfordshire  branches  with  the  exception  of  No.  625, 
which  exemplifies  Leventhorpe  impaling^-on  a  Chevron  a  mullet  pierced 
a  label  of  three  points.  This  impalement  is  embodied  as  a  quartering 
in  one  of  the  shields,  now  lost,  in  the  brass  to  John  Leventhorpe,  who 
died  1488  (Plate  II),  which,  I  take  to  represent  the  arms  of  Totty 
(Vincent's  Ordinary  gives  Argent  a  chevron  Azure,  charged  with  a 
mullet  of  the  first  for  Totty.  Glover  gives  the  same  without  the  mullet.) 
In  this  case  the  boss  commemorates  the  parents  of  John  Leventhorpe, 
Senr.,  of  Sawbridgeworth  (1435).  That  he  had  some  connection  with 
Canterbury  is  evident  from  his  Will,  in  which  he  leaves  100  marks 
to  sustain  four  boys  at  Canterbury.  Mr.  Griffin  dates  the  Cloisters 
at  1391-1411,  which  fits  in  quite  well.  Beyond  knowing  who  the 
parents  of  John  Leventhorpe  were  and  that  he  himself  owned  the 
Manor  of  Leventhorpe,  we  do  not  know  just  how  he  fits  into  the 
Yorkshire  Pedigree.  I  should  not  be  at  all  surprised  if  further  searches 
did  not  reveal  that  his  ancestors  contracted  marriages  with  the  Cole- 
peppers,  Cloptons,  and  Claverings,  whose  Arms  are  associated  with 
Leventhorpe  on  the  bosses. 

*  A  similar  Pedigree  with  additional  notes  is  contained  in  the  MS. 
Collection  at  the  College  of  Arms,  compiled  by  J.  C.  Brooke  {Somerset 
Herald). 

'  Glover's   Visitation  of  Yorks,  p.  330. 

*  Y.A.S.,  vol.  XXX,  Pontefract  Cartulary. 
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a  son,  Hugh,  who  is  described  as  Lord  of  Horton  and 
Clayton.  Nicholas  Leventhorpe,  who  held  the  Lordship 
of  Bradford  at  the  same  date,  was  probably  another  son.' 

loth  March,  1389/1390,  William  de  Leventhorpe  of 
Bradford  leased  to  John,  son  of  William,  son  of  Robert 
de  Horton,  his  Manor  of  Leventhorpe  at  a  yearly  rent 
of  5  marks,  and  in  1402  the  feoffees  re-leased  it  to  Geoffrey, 
son  of  William  de  Leventhorpe.  The  last-named  are 
coupled  together  in  several  deeds,  whereas  Hugh  and 
Nicholas  are  not  mentioned  again.  It  seems  evident, 
therefore,  that  Geoffrey  was  William's  heir.^" 

Harleian  MS.  4360  also  makes  Geoffrey  the  son  of 
WilHam,  and  says  that  he  married  Ela,  daughter  of 
Robert  Flandreaux  alias  Fleming,  but  gives  no  authority 
for  this.  It  also  gives  Geoffrey  a  son,  John,  who  married 
Eleanor,  daughter  of  Calverley  of  Calverley.^^  Xr^"^  •>.XoO 

At  this  point  the  Harleian  MS.  Pedigree  goes  wrong, 
as  it  makes  John  Leventhorpe,  who  married  Katherine, 
daughter  of  Richard  (sic)  and  Margaret  Tothill,  to  be 
the  son  of  John  and  Eleanor  Calverley.  Exactly  where 
this  John  (who  is  John  Leventhorpe,  Senr.,  of  Sawbridge- 
worth)  comes  into  the  Pedigree  I  cannot  prove  at  present  ; 
we  do  know,  however,  that  he  was  seized  of  the  Manor 
of  Leventhorpe  and  that  his  father's  name  was  Robert, 
also  that  Geoffrey,  son  of  William  Leventhorpe,  held  the 
Manor  in  1402,  and  that  John  of  Sawbridgeworth  held 
it  twenty  years  later.^^ 


'  Bradford  Antiquary,  i,   13. 

1"  There  was  another  Geoffrey  Leventhorpe  of  Bradford  Dale 
(possibly  the  father  of  Nicholas,  the  first  of  the  Essex  family)  living 
at  the  same  time,  but  from  the  people  named  in  his  Will,  dated  3rd  May, 
1426,  it  is  clear  that  he  is  not  the  same  as  Geoffrey,  son  of  William, 
although  doubtless  related.  In  his  Will  he  mentions  a  Dionysius 
Leventhorpe  and  Geoffrey,  his  brother.  It  is  likely  that  Dionysius 
was  the  son  of  William  and  Dionysa  Horton  in  which  case  the  Geoffrey 
mentioned  would  be  the  same  Geoffrey  who  had  the  re-lease  of  the 
Manor  of  Leventhorpe  in   1402. 

"  Whittaker,  in  the  History  of  Leeds  and  Elmet,  says  that  Eleanor, 
daughter  of  Walter  de  Calverley,  married  John  de  Leventhorpe,  which 
lends  support,  although  it  does  not  identify  the  John  Leventhorpe 
in  question  as  the  son  of  Geoffrey.  Calverley  Pedigree.  Visitation  of 
Yorks,   1584/5  or  1612  also  gives  this  Match. 

1*  William  de  Leventhorpe,  leased  the  Manor  of  Leventhorpe  to 
John  Horton  in  1389/1390.  In  1402  it  was  re-leased  to  Geoffrey,  son 
of  William  ( Yorks  Deeds,  xxxix).  John  Leventhorpe  of  Sawbridgeworth 
was  seized  of  the  Manor  in  the  reign  of  Henry  V,  and  at  his  death. 
when  his  son  William  succeeded  to  it. 
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A  valuable  piece  of  evidence  is  the  following  Calendar 
of  Obits,  which  comes  from  the  flyleaf  of  an  early  fifteenth- 
century  missal,  belonging  to  the  Leventhorpe  family,  now 
in  the  Library  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge. ^^ 

David  and  Chad  added. 

added  xv.  Obitus  Isabelle  matris  Johannis  leuenthorp  sen'. 

et  Willi  Rilee  patris  katerine  vxoris  eiusdem  Johi^. 
Obitus  Regis  henrici  quarti  added  xv. 
Ob.  Robti  filii  Johis  leuenthorp  sen'. 
Ob.  Margarete  matris  katerine  vxoris  Joh's  leuenthorp 

sen'. 
Ob.  Thome  Dotty  ^*  auunculi  Jonis  leuenthorp  sen'. 
Ob.  Anne  leuenthorp. 
Ob.  Johis  leuenthorp  predicti  senioris. 
Ob.  Johis  lane. 

Ob.  Tho.  leuenthorp  armig.  (later). 
Ob.  Joh.  Thornhill  Clerici. 

Ob.  Joh.  leuenthorp  armig.  qui  obiit  a.d.  m"  vc    xj°  &c. 
Ob.  EmiTie  Lane. 

Ob.  Johanne  vxoris  Johis  Leuenthorp  Jun. 
Ob.  Regis  henrici  quinti. 

Ob.  Katerine  vxoris  Johis  Leuenthorp  senioris. 
Ob.  Johanne  vx.  Joh.  leuenthorp  armig.  que  obiit  in  a" 

RR.     Henr.     vij    et    a°   domini   M.    D.    iiij      litera 

dominical,     f. 
Obitus  Agnetis  sororis  Joh.  Leuenthorp  senioris. 
[Objitus  Willi  Thornhill. 
Ob.  Robti  patris  Johis  Leuenthorp  senioris. 

The  Calendar  is  obviously  a  list  of  anniversaries  and 
follows  the  date  of  the  month  only. 

From  it,  together  with  other  sources  ^^  we  can  establish 
that  the  parents  of  John  Leventhorpe  of  Sawbridgeworth 
were  Robert  and  Isabella,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Totty 
of  Rolleston,  Co.  Stafford. ^^  Also  that  Katherine,  the 
wife  of  John  Leventhorpe,  was  the  daughter  of  William 
and  Margaret  Riley.  A  considerable  amount  of  further 
information  about  the  Rileys  and  their  connection  with 
the  Thornhills  is  to  be  found  in  the  Deeds  relating  to  the 
Manor  of  Fixby,  published  in  the  Y.A.S.  Record  Series, 
vol.  Ixiii,  from  which  the  Editor  derives  the  following 
Pedigree  : — 

1^  Catalogue  Western  MSS.,  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  i,  329. 

i«  Totty. 

1^  Y.A.S.  Record  Series,  Ixiii,  and  Cal.  of  Close  Rolls. 

1^  This  is  on  the  assumption  that  the  Thomas  Totty  named  in  the 
Calendar  as  Uncle  of  John  Leventhorpe,  Senr.,  is  the  same  as  the  Thomas 
Totty,  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  Totty  of  Rolleston,  to  whom  John 
Leventhorpe  was  executor.  In  which  case,  Isabella  Leventhorpe's 
brothers  were  Thomas,  Robert,  and  Henry.  (Close  Rolls,  Hen.  V  and 
Hen.  VI.) 
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First  Husband 
William  de  Riley  (under 
age  1344).    Married  be- 
fore     1357/8.  Died 
1361/2. 


John  de  Riley. 
Living  1365. 
Died  young. 


Margaret  de  Totehill, 
daur.  of  William  (died 
c.  1339),  and  Grand- 
daughter and  heiress  of 
Thomas  de  Totehill. 
Under  age  1343.  Died 
c.  1410-11. 


Second  Husband 
Richard  de  Thornhill, 
of  Fixby  jure  uxor. 
Married  after  7th  Feb., 
1365.  Died  before 
17th  Nov.,  1393. 


John   de   Leven-  =  Katherine.    In- 

thorpe  of  Leven-       '  ~ 

thope   Hall   near 

Bradford         and 

Shinglehall,  Saw- 

bridgeworth. 


herited  Tothill 
from  her  father. 
Married  before 
1395/6.  Died 
1437. 


-John  de  Thorn- 
hill.  Clerk.  Ob. 
1420. 

-William     de 
Thornhill. 

T 


John  Leventhorpe  a  quo 
Hertfordshire  Leventhorpes 
Exor.  to  Will  of  Rev.  John 
Thornhill,  1420. 


William  Leventhorpe. 
Succeeded   to  Leventhorpe 
Hall.       Exor.    to    John    de 
Thornhill,  1420. 


John  Leventhorpe,  Senr.     (Plate  I.) 

The  rise  to  power  of  John  Leventhorpe,  the  founder 
of  the  Hertfordshire  Leventhorpes,  is  shrouded  in  mystery. 
Why  the  younger  son  of  an  unimportant  Yorkshire  squire 
was  singled  out  by  both  Henry  IV  and  V  ^'  to  be  one 
of  their  executors  in  company  with  great  men  like  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Bishops  of  Winchester 
and  Durham,  the  Duke  of  Exeter,  and  the  Earl  of  West- 
morland, we  shall  probably  never  know,  but  the  fact 
argues  an  unusual  degree  of  confidence  and  trust  in  him. 

The  answer,  I  think,  must  lie  in  some  service  rendered 
to  Henry,  Earl  of  Lancaster,  before  he  ascended  the  throne 
as  Henry  IV.  In  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  IV 
John  Leventhorpe  begins  to  hold  office  under  the  Crown. 
In  1399  he  was  appointed  Constable  of  Odiham  Castle, 
and  held  the  appointment  of  King's  Esquire,  which 
appointment  he  still  held  in  1416.^^ 

His  association  with  Hertfordshire  dates  from  1406, 
when  he  was  a  Commissioner  of  the  Peace  for  Herts  and 
Essex.  ^^ 


1'  Close  Rolls,  Hen.  V.     C.P.R.,   1413-16  and  1422-9. 
i«  C.P.R.,   1399-1401   and   1413-16. 
i»  C.P.R.,   1405-9. 
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In  1409  he  was  given  the  Manor  and  Village  of  Ugley 
by  Henry  IV  20  and  a  few  years  later  he  bought  the 
Manor  of  Mathams  at  Sawbridgeworth  from  John  Michell, 
a  fishmonger  of  London. ^i  It  seems  Hkely  that  at  the 
same  time  he  was  given  the  Manor  of  Shinglehall,  formerly 
the  property  of  the  Mandevilles,  Earls  of  Essex,  but  which 
had  reverted  to  the  Crown  and  been  annexed  by  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster.  In  1419  he  added  the  Manor  of 
Thorley  to  his  Hertfordshire  property. 

His  career  was  very  much  bound  up  with  the  House  of 
Lancaster.  He  held  oihce  under  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster 
in  1400  and  was  successively  Guardian  of  the  King's  son, 
1401,22  Receiver-General  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,^^ 
and  Executor  of  the  Wills  of  both  Henry  IV  2*  and 
Henry  V.^s  He  was  Commissioner  of  the  Peace  for 
Hertfordshire  at  various  times  from  1406-1433,  as  well 
as  a  Commissioner  of  Array  for  Herts  and  Essex  on 
different  occasions.  He  was  Member  for  the  County  in 
the  First  and  Third  Parliaments  of  Henry  V  (1413  and 
1416)  and  the  First  Parliament  of  Henry  VI  (1422). 
His  Writ  of  Summons,  9th  January,  1413,  states  that  he 
was  to  receive ;^ii-4s.  for  twenty-eight  days. 2 ^  In  addition, 
he  was  on  numerous  Public  Commissions  and  Keeper  of 
York  Castle  from  1411  to  1431.2'  One  of  the  Gates  at 
York  is  still  called  the  Leventhorpe  Gate. 

Amongst  his  appointments  was  the  office  of  Surveyor 
"  To  keep  the  Waters  called  Le  Leye  in  the  Counties  of 
Hertford,  Essex,  and  Middlesex,  from  the  Bridge  of  Ware 
to  the  Thames  ".^^ 

Waller  says  he  fought  at  the  Battle  of  Agincourt. 
Both  a  Robert  and  John  Leventhorpe  were  present,  but 
they  may  easily  have  been  his  two  sons.29 

He  died  27th  May,  1435,  and  was  buried  at  Sawbridge- 
worth. 

He  married  at  some  time  prior  to  1395/6  Katherine, 

-"  Morant's  Essex,  ii,  617. 

"1   Victoria  County  Histories :  Hertfordshire. 

"  C.P.R.,   1401-5. 

"  C.P.R.,   1408-1413  and  Close  Rolls. 

2"  Close  Rolls. 

"  C.P.R.,   1422-9 

2  6  Close  Rolls. 

"  C.P.R.,   1413-16. 

28  C.P.R.,   1422-9. 

29  Had.  MSS.,  782. 
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daughter  of  William  de  Riley  and  heiress  of  her  mother, 
Margaret  de  Totehill.  She  survived  him  by  two  years, 
dying  5th  October,  1437.^" 

At  his  death  he  was  possessed  of  considerable  property. 
No  mention  is  made  in  his  Will  of  the  Manor  of  Leven- 
thorpe :  presumably  he  had  already  made  this  over  to 
his  eldest  son,  William. 

Amongst  the  property  mentioned  in  his  Will  are  lands 
at  Sawbridgeworth  and  Thorley,  the  Manor  of  Ugley, 
the  Manor  of  Tynmore  in  Staffordshire,  and  one-fifth  of 
the  Manor  of  Eggington  in  Derby. 

John  Leventhorpe  had  four  sons  and  two  daughters  : — 

(i)  William  of  Leventhorpe,  Co.  York,  and  Wednes- 
bury,  Co.  Stafford.  It  is  puzzling  that  William  is  not 
mentioned  in  his  father's  Will  nor  in  the  Calendar  of 
Obits.  He  became  possessed  of  Wednesbury,  c.  1420,  and 
had  clearly  become  the  owner  of  Leventhorpe  during  his 
father's  lifetime.  (Sir  Richard  Copley  appointed  as 
Supervisors  to  his  Will,  1434,  John  Leventhorpe,  Senr., 
and  William  Leventhorpe  of  Leventhorpe.)  Moreover, 
he  was  heir  to  his  mother's  property  and  in  the  Fixby 


*"  Some  confusion  exists  as  to  the  identity  of  John  Leventhorpe's 
wife.  The  Hertfordshire  historians  and  the  Melbourne  Pedigree  all 
say  her  name  was  Katherine  Twychett.  On  the  other  hand,  the  evidence 
from  the  Yorkshire  Deeds  and  from  the  Leventhorpe  Missal  makes  it 
clear  that  she  was  the  daughter  of  William  de  Riley. 

Where  does  the  theory  that  her  name  was  Twychett  come  from  ? 

The  natural  assumption  would  be  that  genealogists  have  deduced 
this  from  the  heraldry.  I  cannot,  however,  find  any  coat  for  Twychett 
which  agrees  with  the  Arms  exemplified  in  the  impalement  in  the 
Melbourne  Pedigree  and  subsequently  quartered  in  the  brass  to  Thomas 
Leventhorpe,  and  in  the  series  of  Leventhorpe  shields  on  the  pulpit 
at  Albury,  namely — Argent,  a  fess  between  three  fleurs-de-lis,  Gules ; 
and  Sable,  a  lion  rampant  Argent,  crowned  Or,  within  a  bordure 
engrailed  of  the  last. 

In  1624  Or,  a  fess  between  three  crosses  pattee  Vert  was  granted 
by  Segar  to  Richard  Riley  of  Boston,  Lines,  son  of  Richard  Riley  of 
Long  Addington,  Co.  York.  There  is  just  sufficient  resemblance  to 
advance  the  theory  that  Richard  may  have  had  in  mind  a  traditional 
family  coat  of  a  fess  between  three  fleurs-de-lis,  and  that  Segar's  grant 
is  intended  to  be  a  differenced  form  of  this. 

The  arms  of  Tothill,  in  the  Visitation  of  Yorks  (1666),  is  :  Or,  on  a 
chevron  Sable,  three  crescents  Argent. 

There  is  always  the  possibility  that  he  married  twice,  but  I  do  not 
think  this  is  likely. 

We  can  place  the  date  of  his  marriage  to  Katherine  Riley  as  not 
later  than  1395.  She  was  still  living  in  1428.  I  see  no  reason,  therefore, 
to  suppose  that  the  Katherine  who  survived  him  and  died  (1437)  was 
not  Katherine  Riley. 
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Manor  Deeas  it  is  William's  name  that  occurs  most 
frequently. 

He  married  before  1420,  Joan,  daughter  and  heir  of  Henry 
Hervyle  of  Wednesbury  and  Tynmore,  Co.  Stafford,  and 
through  his  wife  became  the  owner  of  these  Manors.  ^^ 

He  held  the  ofhce  of  Steward  and  Bailewick  of  the 
Forest  of  Cannock,  1427, ^^  and  had  the  Pannage  of 
certain  of  the  King's  Chases  in  Staffordshire,^^  and  was 
a  Member  of  Parliament  for  that  county.^* 

His  branch  died  out  in  the  male  line  in  the  next  genera- 
tion and  Leventhorpe  Hall  passed  by  marriage  to  the 
Lacy's  of  Cromwellbottom. 

(2)  John,  the  second  son,  of  whom  later. 

(3)  Robert,  died  in  the  lifetime  of  his  father,  leaving 
two  daughters,  Beatrice  and  Agnes.  His  widow  married 
secondly  Robert  Lee  of  Fitelworth,  Co.  Sussex. ^^ 

(4)  Thomas,  whose  obit  is  given  in  the  missal  and  is 
mentioned  by  Clutterbuck.^^ 

(5)  Anne,  vvho  married  John  Chauncy  of  Pishobury. 
They  were  both  buried  at  Sawbridgeworth,  where  there 
was  formerly  a  brass  to  them.  A  shield  of  Chauncy 
impaling  Leventhorpe  is  all  that  remains. 

(6)  Katherine,  named  in  her  father's  will. 

John  Leventhorpe,  Junr.,  of  Shinglehall.    (Plate  H.) 

The  son  of  John  and  Katherine.  Must  have  been  born 
about  1400  as  he  was  presumably  of  age  when  made 
executor  of  the  Will  of  his  cousin  John  Thornhill,  Rector 
of  Ingoldmelly,  Co.  Lincoln,  24th  May,  1420. 

Even  during  his  father's  lifetime,  he  began  to  serve 
on  Public  Commissions  in  the  county.    He  was  a  Justice 


'1  Fine  Rolls,  xiv. 
^-  Fine  Rolls,  xv. 
^^  Fine  Rolls,  xv. 
3"  C.P.R.,   1429-1436. 

35  Will  of  John  Leventhorpe,   Senr.,   1435. 

36  There  was  a  Thomas  Leventhorpe  of  Hertshoo,  Co.  Essex,  who 
died  20th  July,  1498.  He  had  a  wife,  Agnes,  and  a  son,  John,  aged  4, 
in  1500.  He  also  held  20  marks'  worth  of  land  in  Sawbridgeworth 
of  John  Leventhorpe  (I.P.M.,  1st  May,  1500.  Cal.  of  Inq.,  Hen.  VII, 
Nos.  329.  330). 

In  the  list  of  Obits  the  date  of  Thomas's  death  is  inserted  between 
nth  and  24th  July,  which  confirms  that  Thomas  of  Hertshoo  is  the 
same  as  Thomas,  son  of  John  Leventhorpe,  Senr. 


JOHN    LEVENTHORPE    1488,    ^in^l    WltV   JOAN   tVom    Brass   at   Sawbridgeworth 
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of  the  Peace  at  various  times  from  1437  to  1482,  and  was 
Knight  of  the  Shire  in  1434.^' 

1st  October,  1438,  he  had  confirmation  of  the  Manor  of 
Thorley  granted  to  his  father  originally  1395,  and  in  1439 
he  received  a  confirmation  of  the  grant  of  Free  Warren 
in  Sawbridgeworth,  Thorley,  and  Bishop's  Stortford,  made 
to  his  father. 3^  In  1447  he  was  granted  the  right  to  hold 
two  annual  fairs  of  three  days  each  on  feasts  of  SS.  Denis 
and  George  the  Martyr  ( including  preceding  and  following 
days  and  a  weekly  market  on  Wednesdays,  also  licence  to 
enclose  400  acres  of  land  and  80  acres  of  wood  in  Sawbridge- 
worth and  Thorley,^^  as  well  as  Free  Warren  in  Ugley). 
In  1478  he  was  granted  an  annuity  of  £10  from  the 
Northwelde  Lordship,  Essex,  during  the  minority  of 
Edward,  son  of  George,  late  Duke  of  Clarence,  in  con- 
tinuation of  the  late  Duke's  grant.*" 

He  married  before  1418,  Joan,  daughter  of  John  Lane, 
Citizen  and  Mercer. ^^    She  died  29th  August,  1448. 

He  died  loth  May,  1488,  having  had  issue  : — 

(i)  Thomas  Leventhorpe,  his  heir,  of  whom  later. 

(2)  John  Leventhorpe,  who  married  Joan  Boteler, 

="  C.P.R.,   1429-1436. 

38  1438.    Cal.  Charter  Rolls.    18-19  Rich.  II  and  C.P.R.,  1436-1441. 

39  Charter  Rolls,  25  and  26  Hen.  VI,  No.  13,  Victoria  County  Hist. 
(Herts). 

4»  C.P.R.,   1476-1485. 

*i  Her  parents  were  presumably  the  John  and  Emma  Lane,  whose 
names  occur  in  the  Calendar  of  Obits.  The  proof  of  this  marriage  is 
to  be  found  in  the  Close  Rolls  of  Hen.  V,  1st  March,  1418,  in  which 
John  de  Leventhorpe,  Esq.,  makes  a  recognisance  for  ;/;iOO  to  John  Lane, 
Citizen  and  Mercer.  Condition  for  defeasance  in  case  Joan,  daughter 
of  John  Lane,  now  wife  of  John,  son  of  John  Leventhorpe,  shall,  within 
eight  years  after  Michelmas  last,  have  issue.  According  to  Chauncy 
and  Clutterbuck  and  also  the  Melbourne  Pedigree,  John's  wife  was 
Joan,  daughter  of  Barrington  of  Barrington  Hall,  Co.  Essex.  No 
evidence  for  this  statement  is  given.  Nor  in  any  of  the  Barrington 
Pedigrees  either  in  the  Visitations  of  Essex  or  elsewhere  can  I  find 
mention  of  the  Match.  The  only  support  is  that  in  1458  Thomas 
Barrington  gave  John  Leventhorpe  the  feoffment  of  certain  manors, 
and  that  the  Melbourne  Pedigree  and  the  Albury  Pulpit  impale  Barring- 
ton with  John  Leventhorpe's  Arms.  It  is,  of  course,  possible  that  he 
married  a  Barrington  after  the  death  of  Joan  Lane. 

The  Isabella,  wife  of  John  Leventhorpe,  daughter  of  John  Boys  of 
Willington,  Co.  Lincoln,  and  relict  of  Robert  Southwell  of  Thachint, 
Hertfordshire,  to  whom  there  was  formerly  a  brass  in  Sawbridgeworth, 
giving  the  date  of  her  death  as  20th  July,  1481,  may  have  been  another 
wife.  A  Robert  Southwell  was  an  executor  of  the  Will  of  John  Leven- 
thorpe, Senr.,  and  was  associated  with  him  in  a  Deed  relating  to  the 
Manor  of  Clothall,  1465.  and  in  other  deeds.  (Clutterbuck,  500,  and 
Close  Rolls.) 
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the  heiress  of  Meppershall,  Co.  Bedford,  and  became  the 
founder  of  Leventhorpe  of  Meppershall  and  Wheathamp- 
stead. 

(3)  Margaret,  who  married  Wilham  Toft  of  Middle- 
mead  Manor  and  Little  Baddow,  Essex. ^^ 

(4)  Katherine,  who  married  first  Barantyne,  and 
second  Thomas  Boys. 

Thomas  Leventhorpe,  of  Shinglehall,  born   1428." 

Although  he  did  not  play  so  large  a  part  in  the  business 
of  the  county  as  his  father  and  grandfather,  he  served 
several  times  as  J. P.  and  Commissioner  of  Array.  He 
was  Member  for  Herts,  1467,  as  well  as  being  on  a  number 
of  Commissions  to  conduct  county  matters.**  In  1476 
he  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  Trouage  and  Presage 
in  the  Port  of  London.  ^^ 

He  married  Katherine,  daughter  of  .  .  .  Torrell,  of 
Torrell  Hall,  Little  Thurrock,  Essex.  She  died  13th 
December,  1502,  and  is  buried  at  Little  Horkesley  in 
Essex,  where  there  is  a  brass  to  her,  showing  a  figure 
in  a  shroud  with  a  shield  of  Leventhorpe  and  Torrel 
quarterly  above. 

He  died  12th  July,  1493,*"  having  had  issue  : — 

(i)  John  Leventhorpe,  his  heir,  of  whom  later. 
(2)  Ralph  Leventhorpe.*' 

John  Leventhorpe,  of  Shinglehall. 

He  was  J.P.  continuously  from  1497-1506.  On  the 
death  of  his  father  he  had  a  confirmation  of  the  Charters 
of  Free  Warren,  Fairs,  and  Markets  granted  to  his 
father  and  grandfather.*^  In  the  confirmation  he  is 
described  as  John  Leventhorpe,  the  elder  son  and  heir 
of  Thomas,  son  of  John.  He  was  Sheriff  for  Herts  and 
Essex,  1509.  *» 

*"  As  John  Leventhorpe  failed  to  pay  William  Toft  the  £100  promised, 
W^illiam  never  completed  the  purchase  of  the  lands  to  form  her  jointure 
so  the  unfortunate  lady  was  left  without  Dower.    (C.P.R.,  1493.) 

"  Aged  60  at  his  father's  death.     (LP.M.,  2  Rich.  III.) 

"  C.P.R. 

^6  C.P.R.,   1476-1485. 

*«  Clutterbuck,  iii,  207. 

*^  Clutterbuck.  iii,  207. 

*8  C.P.R..   1494-1509. 

<»  Clutterbuck,  iii, 


THOMAS    LEVENTHORPE    1527,    and     Wii;    JOAN    trom    Brass   at    .Sawbriogeworth 
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He  married  Mary  (who  died  19th  October,  1504), 
daughter  of  Wilham  Cloville  of  Cloville  and  Mary,  his 
wife,  daughter  of  Sir  Wilham  Carew.^" 

He  died  6th  August,  1511,^^  having  had  issue  : — 

(i)  Thomas  Leventhorpe,  of  Shinglehall,  his  heir,  of 
whom  later. 

(2)  Leonard  Leventhorpe,  mentioned  in  the  LP.M. 
of  his  brother,  Thomas,  23rd  March,  1528.  He  was  still 
living  1543,  when  he  was  managing  the  Leventhorpe 
Estates  for  his  nephew,  Edward.  ^^'^ 


Thomas  Leventhorpe  of  Shinglehall.    (Plate  HL) 

That  he  took  even  less  part  than  his  predecessors  in 
county  affairs  may  be  partly  accounted  for  by  the  fact 
that  he  only  survived  his  father  by  some  fifteen  or  sixteen 
years:    he  was,  moreover,  not  yet  of  age  in  1506.^* 

He  married  before  1514,  Joan,  daughter  of  George 
Dallison  of  Cransley,  Co.  Northants,  and  widow  of 
Alexander  St.  John  of  Thirlby,  Co.  Bedford. ^^ 

He  was  Sheriff  of  Herts,  1526,  and  died  7th  October, 
1527.56 

According  to  his  Will  at  his  death,  he  owned  the 
Manors  of  Shinglehall,  Mathams,  Blounts,  Bancrofts,  and 
Thorley  in  Herts,  and  that  of  Ugley,  in  Essex. ^^ 

^o  Visitation  of  Essex,  HarL  Soc,  xiii.  Neither  of  the  Cloville 
Pedigrees  in  the  original  Visitations  of  Essex,  1570  and  1614,  at  the 
College  of  Arms,  mention  Mary,  although  they  name  Edward,  to  whom 
John  Berdefielde  made  a  bequest  in  his  Will  dated  6th  February,  1496, 
with  reversion,  failing  heirs,  to  the  son  and  heir  of  John  Leventhorpe 
of  Shinglehall.     (Cal.  Inq.  Hen.  VII,  1497,  No.  1.) 

51  Esch.   19  Hen.  VIII. 
"  S.P.  Dom.   1543. 

52  Edward,  Junr.,  in  his  Will,  mentions  Henry,  son  of  his  great- 
uncle  (Leonard). 

"  C.P.R.,   1506. 

**  The  tomb  at  Cransley  of  Edward  Dallison  (son  of  George  Dallison 
of  Cransley,  who  died  1525)  shows,  among  other  shields,  one  of  Dallison 
impaling  Prisett.  The  Melbourne  Pedigree  says  Joan  Leventhorpe 
was  the  daughter  of  George  Dallison  and  Anne  Prisett  and  the  Dallison 
impalement  on  the  Albury  pulpit  shows  a  Prisett  quartering.  Joan 
was  married  to  Thomas  Leventhorpe  before  1514  (when  her  son  Edward 
was  born)  and  was  already  a  widow.  I  conclude,  therefore,  that  she 
was  a  sister  of  Edward,  and  that  the  shield  of  Dallison  impaling  Prisett 
on  Edward's  brass  represents  the  Arms  of  their  parents.  (Bridges, 
Northants,  ii,  90,  91). 

*•  Morant's  Essex,  ii,  617. 

"  Clutterbuck,  iii,  207,  208. 
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He  was  buried  at  Sawbridgeworth,  where  there  was 
a  brass  showing  his  figure  in  armour  wearing  a  tabard 
of  his  arms  and  that  of  his  wife  in  a  mantle,  bearing  the 
arms  of  Dalhson.  The  female  figure  only  and  three  shields 
remain. ^^    He  had  issue  : — 

(i)  Edward  Leventhorpe  of  Shinglehall,  his  heir,  of 
whom  later. 

(2)  John,  mentioned  in  the  Will  of  his  father.  Died 
unmarried  1583.^' 

(3)  Thomas  Leventhorpe  of  Albury.^^  Mentioned 
in  the  Will  of  his  father,  who  married — 

First,  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Seymour  of 
Wolf  Hall,  Wilts,  sister  of  Jane  Seymour,  Queen  of 
Hen.  Vni,  and  widow  of  Sir  Clement  Smith  of  Little 
Baddow,  Essex. 

Second,  Dorothy,  eldest  daughter  and  co-heiress  of 
William  Barlee  of  Albury,  widow  of  Thomas  Clopton 
of  Long  Melford,  Suffolk,  through  whom  he  acquired 
Albury. 

Third,  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  Chambers  of 
Raistow. 

Thomas  of  Albury  died  5th  June,  1588,  leaving  issue 
by  his  second  and  third  wives.  On  the  failure  of  the 
male  line,  at  the  death  of  his  son  Thomas,  Albury  Manor 
was  divided  among  his  four  daughters  by  his  second 
marriage. 

(4)  Elizabeth.  Mentioned  in  the  Will  of  her  father. 
Married  George  Browne  of  Weld  Hall,  and  Cloville  Hall, 
Abbotts  Roding,  Essex. 

(5)  Anne.  Mentioned  in  the  Will  of  her  father.  Married 
Thomas  Bartlett. 

(6)  Dorothy.  Mentioned  in  the  Will  of  her  father. 
Married  Thomas  Newce  of  Hadham. 

(7)  Alice.    Mentioned  in  the  Will  of  her  father. 

(8)  Madelin.  Married  Humphrey  Torrell  of  Torrell 
Hall,  Essex,  and  died  1544,  aged  45.^" 


^^  See  note  on  brasses,  q.v. 

*'  For  a  fuller  account  of  this  family,   see  the  article  on  Albury 
by  Mr.  H.  C.  Andrews,  viii,  Pt.  II,  of  the  Transactions, 
«»  I.P.M.   (Clutterbuck.  iii,  207). 


Here  L^ETi  bvried  EomRb  Le:venthorp  Esqvire.who  died  in  Decen^ 

I<5'l.(BEINGJ^  ELI)EST;sqNNE  OF  THOMAS  LeVEN  HORP  ESQyiRE.&.ELirAs 
BET4HIS  ^lFE,^DAVGHTER'bF  BARLEE  OF  ALDBVRy  EsqVIRE. 

TIEIRE  ELDEST  SONE  WAS  AlSO  tOWARO  WHO  MARRIED  MARy  B\RKER  "HE  SE^ 
CpND  DAVGH-ER  OF  S^HARRy  PaRKER  KNIGHT  V  ELDEST  SOI^JE  OF  HARRy  L6>tOR* 


EDWARD  LEVENTHORPE   1551,  mj    Wife  ELIZABETH  tVom  Brass  at  Sawbridgeworth 
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Edward  Leventhorpe  of  Shinglehall.    (Plate  IV.) 

Aged  13  at  his  father's  death,  1527.^^ 

He  was  a  soldier  and  probably  spent  most  of  his  life 
serving  abroad.  His  accounts  show  that  his  uncle  Leonard 
was  managing  the  estates ;  and  in  the  Muster  for  the  Army 
destined  to  fight  in  the  French  Wars,  1544,  he  is  entered 
in  the  "  Vantguard  "  with  a  following  of  8  Foot.^^ 

He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Henry  Barley,  of 
Albury,  who  died  9th  May,  1592  ;  buried  at  Sawbridge- 
worth. 

He  died  22nd  December,  1551,  and  is  buried  at  Saw- 
bridgeworth,  where  there  is  a  brass  to  himself  and  his 
wife.®^ 

He  had  issue  : — 

(i)  Edward  Leventhorpe  of  Shinglehall,  his  heir,  of 
whom  later. 

(2)  Gabriel  Leventhorpe,  buried  at  Sawbridgeworth, 
19th  May,  1610,  married  a  daughter  of  .  .  .  Newman  and 
had  issue,  Edward,  Thomas,  John,  George,  Grace,  and 
Mary. 

Edward  Leventhorpe,  Junr.,  of  Shinglehall. 

Married  Mary,  second  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Parker, 
Kt.,  son  and  heir  apparent  of  Henry,  Lord  Morley. 

The  reason  that  he  held  no  public  offices  may  lie  in 
the  fact  that  he  adhered  to  the  Faith  of  Rome,  and  spent 
most  of  his  life  abroad.  He  was  only  about  30  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

She  died,  August,  1566,  and  is  buried  at  Sawbridge- 
worth, where  there  is  a  brass  to  her  memory. 

He  died  in  Rome,  8th  October,  1566,  and  is  buried  there. 

In  his  Will  he  directs  that  a  marble  slab  be  put  over 
his  father's  grave  and  one  over  that  of  his  wife. 

He  had  issue  : — 

(i)  Sir  John  Leventhorpe,  Bart.,  his  heir,  of  whom 
later, 

"  I. P.M.   of  Thomas  Leventhorpe,    1588   (Clutterbuck,  iii,   207). 

8''  S.P.  Dom.,   1543,   1544. 

"  He  appears  to  have  had  a  previous  wife  from  whom  he  was  divorced 
before  1543,  as  his  accounts  for  that  year  refer  to  the  legal  expenses 
of  his  divorce.  (S.P.  Dom,  1543.)  A  clue  to  her  name  may  perhaps 
be  found  in  a  letter  from  Thomas  Porter  to  his  "  brother  ",  Edward 
Leventhorpe  (S.P.  Dom,   1567). 
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(2)  Thomas  Leventhorpe,  baptized  at  Sawbridge- 
worth  7th  November,  1563.    Named  in  his  father's  Will. 

In  a  letter  from  him  to  his  aunt,  Lady  Morley,  written 
from  France,  1585,  he  discusses  the  political  situation  and 
hopes  there  may  shortly  be  better  times  for  her  and  other 
Roman  Catholics.  From  a  letter,  written  in  invisible  ink 
by  Thomas  Rogers  from  Paris  to  Walsingham  the  same 
year,  Thomas  was  evidently  engaged  in  contriving  the 
escape  of  Lord  Morley  to  France,  on  account  of  religious 
persecution.  Rogers  says  "  Mr.  Leventhorpe,  his  Lordship's 
cousin,  lies  with  a  ship  on  the  French  side,  and  will  come 
to  fetch  Lord  Morley  ".«* 

He  was  presumably  the  Thomas  Leventhorpe  who  was 
J. P.  for  Herts,  1587,  when  he  took  the  evidence  of  Mary 
Cocker,  concerning  her  vision  of  a  plot  to  kill  Queen 
Elizabeth.  ^5 

(3)  Anne,  who  was  brought  up  by  her  aunt.  Lady 
Morley,  and  married  John,  eldest  son  of  John  Wiseman 
of  Canfield  Hall,  Essex. 

Sir  John  Leventhorpe  of  Shinglehall,  ist  Bart. 
(Plate  V.) 

Aged  6  when  he  succeeded  his  father,  1566. 

From  the  reference  to  his  military  service,  in  his 
epitaph,  I  think  he  must  have  been  the  "  Captain  Leven- 
thorpe "  who  commanded  a  band  of  300  Hertfordshire 
men  between  1588  and  1595.®^ 

He  was  Sheriff  of  Herts,  1593  and  1607,  and  was 
knighted  at  Theobalds  by  James  I,  7th  May,  1603,  and 
created  a  baronet,  30th  May,  1622. 

22nd  July,  1623,  he  received  a  grant  of  the  reversion 
of  the  Manor  of  Ugley,  as  heir  Male  to  John  (sic)  and 
Elizabeth  Leventhorpe.  This  looks  as  if  this  estate  had 
been  sequestered  during  the  life  of  his  father. 

He  married  Joan,  eldest  daughter  of  Sir  John  Brograve 
of  Hamells  in  Braughing,  Co.  Herts,  Attorney-General 
of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster.    She  died  1627. 

He  died  23rd  September,  1625.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  buried  at  Sawbridgeworth,  where  there  is  a  very  fine 
alabaster  monument  to  their  memory. 

«*  S.P.  Dom.,   1585,  and  additional,   1580-1625. 
««  S.P.  Dom.,   1585,   1587. 
•*  S.P.  Dom..  1595  and  1596. 


Sir!    JOHN    LEVENTHORPE,     1st    Baronet    1625,    and    wife    JOAN    from 
Monument    at    SAWBRIDGEWORTH. 
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In  his  Will  he  directs  that  he  be  buried  in  the  South 
aisle  of  Sawbridgeworth  in  a  vault  among  his  ancestors, 
and  that  some  small  monument  be  erected  to  his  unworthy 
self  and  loving  wife  and  children  with  portraitures. 

Sir  John  was  a  man  of  considerable  wealth  as  well  as 
a  large  landowner. 

He  had  six  sons  and  eight  daughters. 

(i)  John,  his  eldest  son,  baptized  at  Sawbridgeworth 
3rd  May,  1590,  died  in  his  father's  lifetime  (1610)  whilst 
travelling  abroad  "  for  the  bettering  of  his  experience 
and  making  himself  the  fitter  to  serve  his  country  ",  and 
is  buried  at  Tours. 

(2)  Sir  Thomas  Leventhorpe,  2nd  baronet,  his  heir, 
of  whom  later. 

(3)  Edward  Leventhorpe,  baptized  at  Sawbridge- 
worth, 29th  April,  1593.  Married  Jane,  daughter  and 
heir  of  William  Beeston  of  Lambeth. 

(4)  Sir  Charles  Leventhorpe,  baptized  at  Sawbridge- 
worth, 15th  September,  1594.  Rector  of  White  Roding, 
in  Essex.  He  was  already  in  Orders  at  the  time  of  his 
father's  death,  and  is  depicted  in  clerical  dress  on  the 
monument. 

On  the  death  of  Sir  John  Leventhorpe,  the  fourth 
baronet,  the  last  of  Shinglehall,  Charles  succeeded  to  the 
baronetcy  and  died  unmarried  30th  August,  1680,  when 
the  title  became  extinct. 

(5)  Rowland  Leventhorpe,  baptized  at  Sawbridge- 
worth, 15th  August,  1600. 

(6)  Arthur  Leventhorpe,  died  in  infancy,  24th 
November,  1606. 

(7)  Joan,  baptized  at  Sawbridgeworth,  13th  June,  1591, 
married  Sir  Edward  Altham  of  Mark  Hall,  Essex. 

(8)  Bridget,  married  Sir  John  Fowle,  Kt.,  and  was 
buried  at  Sawbridgeworth,  31st  August,  1623. 

(9)  Mary,  baptized  at  Sawbridgeworth,  5th  August, 

1599- 

(10)  Margaret,  baptized  at  Sawbridgeworth,  30th 
August,  1601,  and  buried  there  ist  June,  1657. 

(11)  Elizabeth,  baptized  at  Sawbridgeworth,  29th 
March,  1604. 

(12)  Catherine,  baptized  at  Sawbridgeworth,  i6th 
July   1605. 

(13)  Dorothy,  baptized  at  Sawbridgeworth,  18th 
September,  1608. 
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Sir  Thomas  Leventhorpe  of  Shinglehall,  2nd  Bart. 
(Plate  VI.) 

Was  baptized  at  Sawbridge worth,  i8th  May,  1592. 

He  married  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Sir  Giles  Alington 
of  Horseheath,  Co.  Cambridge,  and  Wymondley,  Herts, 
by  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Thomas  Cecil,  Earl  of  Exeter. 

He  was  killed  in  a  duel  with  Sir  Arthur  Capell  of  Little 
Hadham,  30th  April,  1636,  and  is  buried  at  Sawbridge- 
worth.''' 

His  widow  married  secondly Holford  of  Cheshire, 

and  is  buried  at  Sawbridgeworth,  26th  September,  1643. 

He  had  issue  : — 

(i)  Sir  John  Leventhorpe  of  Shinglehall,  third 
baronet,  aged  6  at  his  father's  death.  Baptized  at  Saw- 
bridgeworth, 30th  July,  1629.  He  died  unmarried,  of 
smallpox,  at  Chancery  Lane,  29th  November,  1649,  and 
was  buried  at  Sawbridgeworth. 

(2)  Sir  Thomas  Leventhorpe,  of  Shinglehall,  fourth 
baronet,  of  whom  later. 

(3)  Dorothy,  died  young.  Buried  at  Sawbridgeworth, 
26th  January,  1629. 

(4)  Bridget,  baptized  at  Sawbridgeworth,  27th  Decem- 
ber, 1627. 

(5)  Joan,  died  young.  Buried  at  Sawbridgeworth, 
i6th  May,  1629. 

(6)  Joan,  baptized  at  Sawbridgeworth,  loth  July,  1634, 
married  26th  June,  1662,  to  Charles  Caesar  of  Much 
Hadham,  Herts,  and  Great  Gransden,  Co.  Hunts. 

(7)  Dorothy,  baptized  at  Sawbridgeworth,  ist  June, 
1632. 

Thomas  Leventhorpe,  4th  Bart.     (Plate  VL) 

Last  Leventhorpe  of  Shinglehall. 

Baptized  at  Sawbridgeworth,  7th  December,  1635. 

He  married,  2nd  January,  1654/5,  Mary,  daughter  and 
co-heir  of  Sir  Capell  Bedell,  Bart.,  of  Hamerton,  Co.  Hunts, 
by  Alice,  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Fanshawe  of  Ware. 

"  The  Jury  found  Sir  Arthur  guilty  of  manslaughter,  and  referred 
his  case  to  the  Assizes.  The  King  sent  orders  to  the  Justices  in  view 
of  his  services  to  suspend  punishment  until  further  orders  from  him. 
(S.P.  Dom.) 
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He  sold  the  Manor  of  Ugley  and  the  woods  to  Sir  Thomas 
Middleton  of  Stansted  Hall,  1667. 

"  He  was  tall  in  stature,  slender  in  body,  modest  in 
aspect,  grave  in  deportment,  prudent  in  his  actions, 
obliging  in  temper,  great  in  courage,  and  unalterable  in 
resolution.  He  was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  a  Deputy 
Lieutenant,  a  Colonel  of  the  Horse  in  the  Mihtia  for  this 
county  and  voluntarily  served  the  King  at  Sea  in  that 
great  expedition  against  the  Dutch." 

He  died  27th  July,  1679,  from  a  kick  by  a  horse  at 
Elvaston,  Co.  Derby,  whilst  visiting  his  daughter  at 
Melbourne  in  the  same  county  and  was  buried  at  Saw- 
bridgeworth. 

His  widow  died  in  London,  30th  April,  1683,  and  was 
buried  with  her  husband  at  Sawbridgeworth, 

They  had  issue  : — 

(i)  Mary,  who  was  married  at  Sawbridgeworth,  15th 
June,  1670,  to  John  Coke  of  Melbourne  Hall,  Co.  Derby. 

(2)  Alice,  o.v.p.,  unmarried.  Buried  at  Sawbridge- 
worth, ist  March,  1671. 

Mary  Leventhorpe  inherited  the  Hertfordshire  property 
which  was  eventually  sold  and  the  proceeds  devoted  by 
her  son,  Thomas  Coke,  Vice-Chamberlain  to  Queen  Anne, 
to  the  construction  of  the  well-known  formal  gardens  at 
Melbourne  Hall,  Derby.  The  principal  family  portraits 
were  also  removed  to  Melbourne  after  the  sale  of  Shingle- 
hall. 

In  the  next  generation  the  Leventhorpe  inheritance 
returned  to  Hertfordshire  by  the  marriage  of  Charlotte 
Coke,  the  heiress  of  Melbourne,  to  Sir  Matthew  Lamb,  of 
Brocket  Hall,  whose  son  on  being  raised  to  the  Peerage 
took  the  title  of  Lord  Melbourne. 

Two  generations  later,  the  inheritance  passed  again 
in  the  female  line  to  Earl  Cowper  of  Panshanger,  by  his 
marriage  to  Emily  Lamb,  the  sister  and  eventual  heiress 
of  Lord  Melbourne.  She  married,  secondly,  Lord  Palmer- 
ston.  On  the  death  of  the  last  Lord  Cowper,  the  Leven- 
thorpe property,  now  absorbed  into  the  Melbourne  Estate, 
passed  to  his  youngest  sister,  Lady  Amabel,  the  wife  of 
Lord  Walter  Kerr,  to  whose  family  it  still  belongs. 

Finally,  I  should  like  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to 
our  Secretary,  Mr.  H.  C.  Andrews,  for  letting  me  make 
free  use  of  his  data  and  notes  relating  to  the  Leventhorpes. 
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Also  to  Mr.  Mill  Stevenson,  F.S.A.,  and  Mr.  H.  R.  Creswick 
of  the  Cambridge  University  Library,  for  their  assistance, 
and  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  S.  Goudge,  M.A.,  the  Vicar  of 
Sawbridgeworth,  for  allowing  me  to  rub  the  brasses  and 
to  photograph  the  monuments  in  Sawbridgeworth  Church. 


THE   BRASSES   AND   MONUMENTS. «« 

John  Leventhorpe,  Senr.,  1435.     (Plate  I.) 

Height  of  figure,  5  feet. 

All  that  now  remains  are  the  figures  of  John  Leven- 
thorpe and  his  wife,  with  two  shields  above.  He  is  in 
plate  armour  and  she  is  dressed  as  a  widow.  The  shield 
over  the  male  figure  is  France  (ancient)  and  England 
quarterly,  and  that  over  the  female  figure  being  England 
with  a  label  of  three  points  each  charged  with  three 
fleurs-de-lis,  for  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster.  The  male 
figure  wears  a  collar  gobonne  Argent  and  Azure,  i.e.  the 
livery  colours  of  the  House  of  Lancaster.  Some  books 
describe  this  as  the  Collar  of  SS.  but  a  close  examination 
of  the  brass  makes  it  quite  clear  that  this  is  not  the  case. 
When  Fisher  made  a  sketch  of  the  slab  in  1810,  no  more 
existed  than  at  the  present  day,  but  he  shows  the  matrix 
of  the  inscription  below  the  figure,  as  well  as  matrices 
of  three  more  shields,  one  in  the  centre,  above  the  figures, 
and  two  below  the  inscription.  These  matrices  are  still 
discernible. 

There  is  some  difference  in  the  date  in  the  inscription 
as  given  by  Gough,  Weever,  and  Waller.  I  prefer  to 
accept  that  given  in  Harleian  MS.  4944,  which  accords 
with  the  dates  as  we  know  they  should  be  from  other 
sources. ^^    The  inscription  runs  : — 

HIC  JACET  JOHANNES  LEVENTHORP  ARM  QUI  OBIIT 
27  MENS  MAI  1435  ET  KATHERINE  UXOR  EJUS 
QUE   OBIIT   5   OCT   I437. 


**  The  shields  have  been  omitted  from  the  Plates  in  order  to  be 
able  to  make  the  actual  figures  as  large  as  possible. 

**  John  Leventhorpe's  Will,  dated  29th  January,  1435,  proved 
5th  November  following,  in  which  he  mentions  his  wife  as  still  living. 
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Harleian  MSS.  4944  tricks  the  two  shields  below  as  : — 

1.  ...  a  bend  gobonne  between  two  cotises  (Leven- 
thorpe) . 

2.  Three  fleurs-de-lis  (doubtless  a  mistaken  rendering  of 
...  a  fess  between  three  fleurs-de-lis). 

The  remaining  matrix  may  have  contained  a  shield 
showing — a  lion  rampant  crowned  with  a  bordure 
engrailed  '" — or  it  may  not  have  contained  a  shield  at 
all,  but  a  Trinity  or  something  similar. 

Agnes  Leventhorpe,  1444. 

There  is  no  trace  of  the  brass  left,  nor  was  there  in 
1810,  when  Fisher  made  his  survey. 

Harleian  MSS.  4944  gives  a  sketch  of  a  female  figure 
and  the  following  inscription  : — 

HIC  JACET  AGNES  SOROR  JOHIS  LEVENTHORP  ARM.  QUE 
OBIIT  PRIMO  DIE  DECEMB  a"  I444  CUIUS  ANIMA,  etc. 

Isabella  Leventhorp,  148 i. 

Nothing  remains  of  this  brass. 

Harleian  MS.  4944  gives  a  sketch  of  a  female  figure  and 
the  inscription  which  runs  : — 

HIC   JACET  ISABELLA   NUP  UXOR  JOHIS  LEVENTHORP 
DE  SABRIDGWORTH  in  com  HARTFORD,  QUONDAM  UXOR 
ROBTI   SOUTHWELL  DE   EADEM  COMITAIU  ARM  ET  FILIA 
JOHIS    BOYS    DE    WILINGTON    IN    COM    LINCOLN   ARM 
QUI   QUIDAM   ISABELLA   OBIIT  XX   DIE    JULII    I481. 
CUIUS   ANIMA,    etc, 

Weever  adds  the  information  that  Robert  Southwell 
was  of  Thachinth,  Co.  Herts. 

The  Pedigree  of  Southwell  in  the  Visitation  of  Norfolk, 
1563,  shows  a  match  between  Robert  Southwell  and  Isabel 
daughter  of  John  Boys. 

John  Leventhorpe,  1488.     (Plate  II.) 
Height  of  figure,  38  inches. 

All  that  remains  at  present  are  two  figures  in  shrouds 
with  two  shields  above  them.    The  one  above  the  male 


■">  The  Melbourne  Pedigree  shows  Quarterly  1  and  4,  Argent  a 
fess  between  three  fleurs-de-lis  Gules  ;  2  and  3,  Sable  a  lion  rampant 
Argent  crowned  Or,  with  a  bordure  engrailed  of  the  last,  impaled 
with  Leventhorpe  for  the  Arms  of  John  Leventhorpe,  Senr. 
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figure  exemplifies  France  (modern)  and  England  quarterly 
and  that  over  the  female  figure  exemplifies  France 
(ancient)  and  England  quarterly  with  a  label  of  three 
points  over  all,  for  the  Arms  of  Henry  V  as  Prince  of 
Wales. 

Fisher's  sketch  shows  the  matrix  of  the  inscription 
below  the  figures  and  below  this  three  more  shields  (one 
a  matrix  only).  Two  of  these  existed  up  to  comparatively 
recent  times  and  are  shown  on  the  rubbing  at  the  Society 
of  Antiquaries.     They  were  : — 

(i)  Leventhorpe  (with  a  crescent  for  difference). 
Quartering — a  fess  between  three  fleurs-de-lis  (probably 
Riley). 

(2)  Leventhorpe  (with  crescent).  Quartering — a  chev- 
ron charged  with  a  mullet  over  all  a  label  of  three  points 
(Totty). 

The  missing  inscription  is  given  by  Weever  as  : — 

HIC  JACENT  JOHANNES  LEVENTHORP  ARM  QUI  OBIIT 
ULTIMO  DIE  MENSIS  MAII  MCCCCLXXXIIII  ET  JOANNA 
UXOR  EJUS  QUE  OBIIT  24  AUGUSTII  MCCCCXLVIII.'^ 

Anne  Chauncy  {nee  Leventhorp),  1478. 

She  was  the  daughter  of  John  Leventhorpe,  Senr., 
and  married  John  Chauncy  of  Pishobury,  Co.  Hertford. 

According  to  Harleian  MSS.  4944  the  brass  to  John 
Chauncy  and  Anne  originally  showed  the  figures  of  a 
man  in  armour  and  his  wife,  and  two  shields.  All  that 
remains  at  present  is  a  shield,  showing  a  Leventhorpe 
impalement. 

Thomas  Leventhorpe,  1527.     (Plate  HL) 

Height  of  figure,  34  inches. 

All  that  remains  at  present  is  the  female  figure  in 
an  heraldic  mantle  displaying  the  Arms  of  Dallison — 
Gules  three  crescents  Or,  a  canton  ermine — and  three 
shields  two  above  and  one  below.  The  top  dexter  shield 
shows  Leventhorpe  Quartering — Sable  a  lion  rampant 
Argent  crowned  Or,  within  a  bordure  engrailed  of  the 
last.  The  other,  Leventhorpe  impahng  Dallison  and 
that  below  DalHson. 

Neither  Harleian  MS.  4944,  nor  Gough  and  Weever, 
describe  this  brass. 

"  Harleian  MSS.  4944  gives  the  date  of  her  death  as  1488. 
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Fisher's  sketch  shows  that  the  male  figure  was  still 
in  existence  in  1810,  and  indicates  the  matrices  of  a 
fourth  shield  and  two  groups  of  children. 

Fisher's  rubbing  of  the  missing  male  figure  is  preserved 
at  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  and  by  their  courtesy 
I  am  able  to  reproduce  a  sketch  from  it. 

The  Arms  on  the  Tabard  are  the  same  as  those  dis- 
played on  the  top  dexter  shield.  If  the  impalement  for 
John  Leventhorpe,  Senr.,  in  the  Melbourne  Pedigree  is 
correct,  he  should  have  borne  Riley  in  the  second  quarter 
and  the  lion  rampant  in  the  third,  as  is  done  in  the 
quarterly  Leventhorpe  shield  on  the  Albury  pulpit. 


Edward  Leventhorpe,  1551.     (Plate  IV.) 

Height  of  figure,  37  inches. 

No  mention  of  this  brass  is  made  in  Harleian  MS.  4944, 
and  Fisher's  sketch  shows  it  to  be  as  it  is  to-day.  There 
is  no  indication  of  there  ever  having  been  any  shields. 

Although  Edward  died  in  1551,  the  brass  was  not  laid 
down  until  after  1566.  Edward,  Junr.,  the  son  of  the 
above,  directs  in  his  Will  (proved  1566)  that  "  a  marble 
stone  "  be  put  over  his  father's  grave. 


Mary  Leventhorpe,  c.  1566. 

Height  of  figure,  37  inches. 

All  that  now  remains  is  a  figure  in  Elizabethan  dress 
of  a  rather  later  period  than  the  female  figure  in  the 
previous  brass  (Plate  IV)  and  an  inscription  which  runs 
as  follows  : — 

"  HERE    LYETH    BURIED    MARY    YE    WIFE    OF    EDWARD    LEVENTHORP  " 
"  ESQUIRE,    WHO    DIED    AT    ROME    IN    AUGUST    1566    &    IS    THERE  AC  " 
"  CORDINGE  TO  HIS  DEGREE  DECENTLY  INTERRED.     THIS  MARY  WAS  " 
'•  YE    SECOND    DAUGHTER    OF    Sr.    HENRY    PARKER    KNIGHT    ELDEST  " 
"  SONNE    &  HEIRE  APPARENT  TO  HARRY  LORD  MORLEY.     THIS  EDWARD  " 
"  &    MARY   HAD    ISSUE   TO    THEIRE    ELDEST    SONNE   JOHN   LEVENTHORP." 

Fisher's  diagram  shows  the  matrices  of  two  shields 
above  the  figure.  The  brass  is  on  its  original  slab,  and 
the  indents  of  the  two  shields  are  still  discernible. 

The  brass  was  presumably  laid  down  by  her  son  in 
accordance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  his  father's 
Will,  1566. 
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Sir  John  Leventhorp,  Baronet,  1625.     (Plate  V.) 

This  is  a  magnificent  monument  in  coloured  alabaster. 

The  figures  of  Sir  John  and  his  wife  are  life-sized  and 

the  whole  reaches  nearly  to  the  roof  of  the  South  Chapel, 

in  which  it  is  placed.    It  is  in  nearly  perfect  condition. 

Above  the  arch,  over  the  figures,  are  three  shields  : — 

Dexter. — Leventhorpe    impaling    Brograve — Argent 

three  lions  passant  guardant  in  pale.  Gules. 

Sinister. — Leventhorpe  impaling  Alington  of  Horse- 
heath — Argent  a  bend  engrailed  between  six  billets 
Sable.'2 

Centre. — Quarterly. 

I  and  4.    Leventhorpe. 

2.  Argent  a  fess  between  three  fleurs-de-lis  Gules 
(Riley  ?) 

3.  Sable   a   lion   rampant   Argent,   crowned  Or, 
within  a  bordure  of  the  last. 

The  inscription  runs  : — 

HERE  LYETH  THE  BODIES  OF  SIR  JOHN  LEVENTHORP, 
KNT.,  AND  BARONETT,  SONNE  AND  HEIRE  OF  EDWARD 
LEVENTHORPE,  ESQUIRE,  WHO  DIED  IN  HIS  TRAVELLS,  AND 
LYETH  BURIED  AT  ROME  ;  AND  OF  MARY,  THE  DAUGHTER 
OF  SIR  HENRY  PARKER,  KNT.  SONNE  AND  HEIRE  APPARENT 
UNTO  THE  RIGHTE  HONORABLE  THE  LORD  MORLEY,  WHOE 
TOOKE  TO  WIFE  JOAN,  THE  ELDEST  DAUGHTER  OF  SIR  JOHN 
BROGRAVE,  KNT.  ATTORNEY  OF  THE  DUTCHY  OF  LANCASTER, 
BY  WHOME  HE  HAD  SIXE  SONNES  AND  EIGHTE  DAUGHTERS, 
AND  AFTER  HE  HAD  DONN  HIS  COUNTRY  GOOD  AND  FAITH- 
FULL  SERVICE  BOTH  IN  PEACE  AND  WARRE,  AS  WELL 
ABROADE  AS  AT  HOME,  BY  THE  SPACE  OF  ALMOST  FOURTY 
YEARES,  AND  HAVING  WITH  GOOD  COMMENDATION  PAST 
THROUGH  THE  EMYNENT  PLACES  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  AND 
DURING  THE  WHOLE  COURSE  OF  HIS  PILGRIMAGE  HERE  ON 
EARTH  HAVING  LIVED  IN  THE  FEARE  OF  GOD,  HE  DYED, 
IN  THE  FAITH  OF  JESUS  CHRIST  THE  23RD  OF  SEPTEMBER, 
ANNO  DOM.  1625,  LEAVING  BEHINDE  HIM  ALIVE  POWER 
SONNES  AND   SEAVEN   DAUGHTERS. 

JOHN  LEVENTHORPE,  THE  ELDEST  SONNE  OF  THE  SAID 
SIR  JOHN  LEVENTHORPE,  KNIGHT  AND  BARONETT,  A  GENTLE- 
MAN   OF    GREAT    HOPE,    RELIGIOUS    TOWARDS    GOD,    PIOUS 

'*  The  Tinctures  have  been  reversed. 
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AND  OBEDIENT  TO  HIS  PARENTS,  FAITHFULL  TO  HIS  FRIENDS, 
OF  A  SWEET  AND  AFFABLE  CARRIAGE  TOWARDES  ALL  MEN 
WITH  WHOM  HE  HAD  ANY  ACQUAINTANCE,  HAVING  OBTAINED 
LYCENCE  TO  TRAVELL,  FOR  THE  BETTERING  OF  HIS  EXPERI- 
ENCE, AND  MAKING  HIMSELF  THE  FITTER  TO  SERVE  HIS 
COUNTRY,  DIED  IN  THE  FLOWER  AND  PRIME  OF  HIS  YOUTH, 
AND   LIETH    BURIED   AT  TOWERS,    IN   FRANCE. 

Particular  care  has  evidently  been  taken  to  make  the 
likeness  true  in  the  case  of  the  figures  of  the  children 
who  are  all  portrayed.  The  son  Charles  (afterwards  fifth 
and  last  Baronet),  who  was  already  a  Clerk,  is  shown  in 
clerical  dress,  and  Arthur,  who  died  in  infancy,  is  shown 
accordingly. 

In  this,  Thomas,  who  erected  the  monument  has 
faithfully  carried  out  the  conditions  of  his  father's  Will, 
which  directs  that  "  Some  small  Monument  be  erected 
of  my  unworthy  self,  my  living  wife,  and  of  our  children's 
portraitures  "  although  his  interpretation  of  "  Some  small 
Monument  "  is  perhaps  generous. 
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